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ABSENT INTERFACE: Notes from 09.12.07 TQW post-lab meeting

Attending: Daniel Aschwanden, Heine Avdal, Andrea Bozic, Julia Willms & Robert Pravda, Beliz Demircioglu & Aylin Kalem, Ralo Mayer, Scott deLahunta, Ivana Ivkovic, Tomislav Medak

To be informed: Alain Baumann & Rosa Sanchez, Philipp Haupt, Anne Juren & Roland Seidel, Jens Hauser

These notes take the form of a discussion about the different formats or platforms available to the project.

The following events are set in 2008
22 January - 2 February: RESIDENCY at L'Animal

14-26 July - RESIDENCY at L'Animal

Late September: LAB, EVENTS, WORKSHOPS, SEMINAR in Istanbul

14-19 October: SEMINAR at L'Animal

8-14 December: LAB in Zagreb

LABS: Feedback from 2005 participants is that this one felt too short. Last time the public presentation was Saturday and Daniel had the key to TQW so working went on late very night. This made a big difference. Others missed the "field trips" from last time (e.g. 'cold room'/ the molecular pathology trip that didn't happen). The participants definitely missed more organised sessions to present their own work to each other. Aylin suggested this might happen in Istanbul in Late September. Tom suggests something like 'speed geeking'; others thought longer sessions necessary (such a process could easily take a full day or more). There are different formats that could be tried. Someone commented on liking the possibility to 'compare' to another's practice (Scott's creative process descriptions might be interesting here). The positive aspects of having the open 'playground' were mentioned. For some the 'input' sessions were overloading/ others less so, but in principle everyone thinks it is a good idea at the beginning (gives 'fruit to be picked' and developed later). Everyone agrees Public Presentation is a good idea. Someone remarked that some of the public were looking at older work of the artists (by their own request), and this seems worth considering that as a (or part of a) public presentation one could choose to show documentation of more developed existing works rather than the sketches that might be happen during the LAB session itself. Regarding the long-term development Beliz said she would like to be able to show progress on work and get feedback. Post-lab meeting is good.

LABS provide a lens into creative process; but at the same time they are also there to augment the creative process. The 'input' sessions seem to me part of this idea of augmentation (stimulating, generating, etc.). The creative practice/ theoretical practice tension is something that seems basic to Absent Interfaces (?). 2009 LAB from L'animal should be in June/ July to allow outside working.

ONLINE WORKING/ COMMUNICATION SPACE(S): There was a short discussion about the BLOG, email list and Roc's video streaming/ documentation proposal. It was proposed that the email list is good for exchange of basic information, but not good for content discussion. The BLOG (see what Ivana has done) seems perfect for capturing content during a concentrated event. Is it possible that Ivana has this role?. Daniel has some idea for working with Roc's proposal in the frame of a regular monthly On Line Absent Interfaces meeting. Scott is thinking about what would facilitate steering group meetings. This is something that we can test out a few things this year (2008) and maybe bring more sophisticated options (requiring more commitment) for actually on line collaborative working (feedback sessions/ creative process augmentation tools -- annotation, etc. -- see Ligne de Temps / Ralo video mark up tool?) starting in 2009. Tom can set up a document editing (book editing) site WIKI (drupal?)

PUBLICATION: a whole of Frakcija can be devoted to AI in 2008 to collect material and early 2009 to publish. Future publication possibilities? Bodig and L'animal books (single book / collaboration). Absent Interfaces (frakcija and book -- titles? different foci? not to repeat? Start to write the introduction -- what is Absent Interfaces (start to invite writerly comment on this). A single book not coming out as a 'journal' could be financed from EU or foundation (eerte? foundation). (1) FRAKCIJA journal issue (2) ONLINE EDITING VIA DRUPAL [or WIKI see above] (3) BOOK [partners collaboration]

SEMINARS: See Toni Cots proposal for Oct 2008 // these are not LABS but can involve 'input' type encounters so to foreground friction with creative process. More theoretical // including public symposia like formats, etc. Can be good for education (linking to L'animal master, etc.). Possible to do something in Vienna/ TQW in 2009? See documentation of the adrian/ tim etchells talks.

WORKSHOPS: Aylin organising with Rosa/ Alain -- strictly educational (?) -- organised with individual artists/ collaborative teams. Workshops could focus on creation process breakdown?  Link to L'animal Master's.

PERFORMANCE/ INSTALLATION EVENTS: VAD every October and Nuria's other festival in Jan/ Feb (platform available to L'animal)

RESIDENCIES: Offered primarily by L'animal in the moment -- they can handle 2-3 residencies per year. Elsewhere? Places to write and think. DeepBlue? Zagreb (Slavan Tolj in Dubrovnik with the Art Workshop Lazareti/ wireless)? Scott visit all residencies / documentation team (ivana, scott?)

Publicity/ Profile -- after one year // postcards, etc.
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