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DRAFT SUMMARY: Istanbul Report (April 2006)

by Daniel Aschwanden/ Scott deLahunta

The Istanbul Meetings (17-19 April 2006) were established to explore the integration of the Absent Interfaces Lab (TQW nov/dec 2005) and the ICA European Perimeter Project. The meetings took place in the context of the TECHNE06 Festival and involved the project initiators (Aschwanden and deLahunta), a group of 10 artists from portugal, latvia, croatia and turkey, and representatives of the ICA in London. The following summarizes the key outcomes:

The result of the meetings is a concept for a focused network established for the creation of distinctive new artworks that demonstrate the following two content principles: (1) are based on relations between live performance and new media technologies; and (2) are critically engaged with the modes of their own production (tactical practices).

Reference Points: Tactical Practice is a term with its roots in the tactical media initiatives highlighted by the Next 5 Minutes conferences (http://www.next5minutes.org/) in Amsterdam focusing on a fusion of art, politics and media; the MEETING ONE Manifesto on European Dance Policy (Vienna, October 2001 -- no longer on line) in initiative of Jérôme Bel, Maria La Ribot, Xavier Le Roy and Christophe Wavelet.

Network Points: The proposed network will consist of five key points in Zagreb (Mama/ Centre for Dramatic Art), Istanbul (TECHNE), Riga (RIXC), London (Institute for Contemporary Art) and Vienna (Tanzquartier). There is a six point under consideration in Sofia (Inter-Space).

Tactical Practices: the network points from the eastern areas are seen as crucially important to content development. Without the institutional funding and organisation structures of Western Europe, practitioners in these cities/ countries have advanced tactical practices through direct critical engagement with the modes of production of their artwork.

Evidence for this can be found in the diversity and sophistication of artistic research and production processes; strategic critical discourse publication and dissemination (print and internet); and artist-led creation of flexible organisation structures (NGOs and other formats). Reference points: Sharing Mobility conference July 2004 (http://www.stabilitymobility.com/) and Periphery 3000 (http://www.peripherie3000.de/).

Research Aims/ Objectives/ Goals: the network points should develop concrete research lines such on absent and present interfaces*, audience research development, collaborative content creation and participatory design processes. Clear aims and objectives leading to concrete research output can augment and stimulate the development of distinctive new artworks.

*absent and present interfaces continues the research into implications of technologies on live performance creativity and making started in Nov/ Dec 2005 at the TQW lab

Next Meeting/ Schedule: a meeting with representatives from all key nodes should take place in early August or late September 2006 (Vienna has been suggested as the best location for this). Schedule: R&D Labs 2007 and Productions/ Touring 2008.

Further Action:

1. more extensive report and follow up proposal to be written by Ashwanden and deLahunta with feedback from the attendees of the Istanbul Meetings to be completed by mid-June

2. mailing list set up for the meeting members

3. next meeting (see above) should be set

4. research into Culture 2007 to be undertaken by ICA (TQW?)

