Date: Mon, 16 Apr 2007 11:08:30 +0200 
From: daniel aschwanden <da@bilderwerfer.com> 
Subject: absent interfaces labseries 

Dear heine, toni, jens, ivana, anne, roland, aylin, alain, rosa, ralo, philipp, tom, julia, beliz and robert; 

This is our first collective communication with everyone we have been discussing the Absent Interface project with. So far you have been invited to participate by Scott, Andrea and / or Daniel, but today we would like to extend this to all of you collectively; so you also get a feeling for the group. 

In brief: the plan is to organise a series of Absent Interface events to facilitate creation of new artworks that demonstrate the following two content principles: (1) are based on relations between live performance and new media technologies; and (2) are critically engaged with the modes of their own production (tactical practices). This series is currently being planned for Vienna (2007), Zagreb (2008), Barcelona (2009) and Istanbul (2010). 

The email below explains the project in more detail: background; proposal (including process description) followed by a list of all your names and links. Your exact participation and even presence may and can be (re)defined from event to event, but we are interested in a long-term commitment to the ideas and the process. We anticipate an additional 2 artists to be invited as we are considering suggestions from Jens, and Tom. 

Funding is of course an issue for us, but we are working on a variety of fronts which should help us organise in particular the 2008- 2010 events more easily. Currently, the Vienna meeting (Absent Interfaces #3 scheduled 2 to 9 december 2007 at TanzQuartier Vienna) is working from a very tiny budget. Therefore we have been able to confirm invitations to only some of you for Vienna. Additionally there is planned a small meeting for the host organisers (aylin, ivana, andrea, daniel, toni) in October in Girona to discuss funding applications to ensure that the next meetings have a better financial basis. 

We would like to include you all on a mailing list that Tom Medak has set up so that we can share information about the project collectively and we can work together to ensure that even when funds are lacking we can do whatever we can to keep everyone 'connected' and participating... over the long term. 

If you have questions or need clarification // please don't hesitate to contact us. 

all the best 

daniel, andrea and scott 

************************************************** 

************************************************** 

BACKGROUND: 

(1) The Absent Interfaces project is a continuation of a lab some of you participated in last year at Tanzquartier (28 nov-3 dec 2005) merging with another project in the context of a meeting last April in Istanbul during the TECHNE06 Performance and Media Festival (17-22 April 2006). 

(2) The outcomes of the Istanbul meeting resulted in a concept for a network established for the creation of new artworks that demonstrate the following two content principles: (1) are based on relations between live performance and new media technologies; and (2) are critically engaged with the modes of their own production (tactical practices). 

(3) In December 2006, Absent Interfaces #2 was presented as a series of daily interventions during the Body and Technologies labs from 4-10 December 2006. 

RESULT: These three meetings have resulted in a confirmation of the basic content and approach to creative process; as well as the emergence of a collection of four strong and viable partners for a networked project. 

************************************************** 

************************************************** 

ABSENT INTERFACES 2007-2010: CONTENT/ STRUCTURE AND PARTICIPANTS 

PROJECT INITATORS: Daniel Aschwanden, Andrea Bozic, Scott deLahunta 

CURRENT PARTNER NODES: TQW (vienna); CDU (zagreb); L'animal a L'esquena (celra/ barcelona); Bodig (Istanbul) 

CURRENT PROPOSAL: 

We have now made a concrete proposal to integrate these ideas and networks in a series of four meetings to be held in Vienna (2007), Zagreb (2008), Barcelona (2009) and Istanbul (2010). The order of Barcelona and Istanbul may change -- this has to be decided. Istanbul is cultural capital in 2010 which may or may not be an advantage. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Working Process: The project will be research oriented and involve a core group of mature artists working across disciplines who can make their process available for this long period of time. Local participants and speakers will be invited to each event. Live performance will be the central connection point. Bodies and Technologies will provide a main focus, but within a wide critical and tactical frame. The aim is to augment and support the creation processes of the artists. These processes will remain constantly open to potential production manifestations in multiple formats, but with a long period of non-production possible if desired. Cross-fertilisation from other knowledge domains (vis a vis specialist lectures, etc.) will feature prominently for the purpose of "idea" and creative stimulation. 

Further Content: In addition to the two main Content Principles outlined above and the Working Process (which means non-fixed lines of content research defined by the artists themselves); we have invited Jens Hauser and Tom Medak to help us in the development of content along lines of enquiry they are currently thinking about (keywords: interoperability, metabolism, bio-art and "overcoming of digital primacy") 

Node Research / Local Participation: Each 'node' Vienna, Zagreb, Barcelona and Istanbul can adjust this general working concept to support their own long-term research plans. While there should be a culmination of the series in some productions at the end -- the enquiries should be able to continue. Also locally each 'node' can invite younger artists and the public to have a window in on the process. We wish to be able to focus and nurture the work of the selected artists over time -- but do not want to operate a closed shop. 

medaktext.doc 

hausertext.doc 

*********************************************** 

Participants and links in alphabetical order: 

*********************************************** 

daniel aschwanden (initiator / maker/ vienna host organiser) Homepage: http://bilderwerfer.com/ [TQW Vienna node: http://www.tqw.at/] 

heine avdal (maker) Homepage: http://www.deepblue.be/ 

andrea bozic (initiator / maker / zagreb host organiser) Link to recent work: http://www.theatergasthuis.nl/default.asp?path=d84g11n5 

(also through Julia Willms site: http://www.willmsworks.net/en/collab.php) 

toni cots (researcher / barcelona / celra host organiser) L'Animal a L'esquena site: http://www.lanimal.org 

scott delahunta (initiator/ writer) Homepage: http://www.sdela.dds.nl 

jens hauser (content input / writer / curator / maker) Older Bio: http://www.a-r-c.org.uk/db/Hauser.html 

ivana ivkovic (writer / zagreb host organiser) Centre for Dramatic Arts (CDU): http://www.cdu.hr/about/index.htm 

anne juren / roland seidel (makers) Link to older work by Juren: http://www.linkshall.org/2005/05-mar.htm 

aylin kalem (writer / istanbul host organiser) Bodig: http://www.bodig.org 

konic thtr [Alain Baumann and Rosa Sanchez] (makers) Website: http://www.koniclab.info/ 

ralo mayer / philipp haupt (makers) Older Bio: http://nospaceisinnocent.org/index.php?id=mayer_haupt&L=3 Homepage: http://manoafreeuniversity.org/ 

tom medak (content input / writer / maker) Older Bio: http://www.wizards-of-os.org/archiv/sprecher/l_m/tomislav_medak.html Mama Zagreb Homepage: http://www.mi2.hr/ 

julia willms / robert pravda (makers) Homepage: http://www.willmsworks.net/en/index.php / and Robert's bio here (scroll down): http://www.kabk.nl/studierichtingen/as/inhoudstudie/14/-/nl.xml 

Beliz Demircioglu 

http://www.belizd.com/>http://www.belizd.com/ 

